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SECRET PONTA DELGADA 0082 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-4 
TAGS: PINT, PFOR, PO 

SUBJECT: DESKOFF CONVERSATION WITH JOSE ALMEIDA 

REF: A. STATE 67972 

B. PONTA DELGADA 069 

1. WITH OFFICIAL SUSPENSION ALL ACTIVITIES MARCH 16 IN 

FACE OF GOVERNMENT AND LEFTIST PRESSURE (REF.B), MAPA EFFECT- 
IVELY CEASED TO EXIST. WE DO NOT IN ANY CASE BELIEVE THAT 
ALMEIDA WAS SPEAKING FOR MAPA BUT FOR NUNO CAMARA. SO-CALLED 
MAPA MILITARY ARM IS UNDOUBTEDLY CAMARA "INDEPENDENCE 
MOVEMENT" AND AS RECENTLY AS 1 MONTH AGO ALMEIDA AND CAMARA 
TOLD US MAPA LEADERSHIP WAS UNAWARE THAT GROUP EXISTENCE. 

2. IDEA OF INDEPENDENT AZORES HAS CERTAIN APPEAL 
THROUGHOUT ARCHIPELAGO, ESPECIALLY SAO MIGUEL, BUT I SENSE 
THAT INDEPENDENCE GENERALLY REGARDED AS "GOOD" AND THEREFORE 
DESIRABLE. WE DO NOT BELIEVE THERE IS ANY ENTHUSIASM FOR IDEA 

OF FIGHTING FOR INDEPENDENCE EXCEPT AMONG RELATIVELY SMALL 
GROUPS SUCH AS CAMARA'S. THERE ARE NO POPULAR LEADERS HERE; 
MOTIVES OF PEOPLE LIKE ALMEIDA, WITH TIES TO OLD REGIME, 

AND CAMARA, WHO HAS LARGE PROPERTYHOLDINGS, ARE SUSPECT 
AMONG POPULATION AT LARGE. AZOREAN ATTITUDE THROUGHOUT EVENTS 
ON CONTINENT ON APRIL 25, SEPTEMBER 28, AND MARCH 1 1 WAS 
ONE OF HOPING FOR BEST AND DOING NOTHING. THERE IS 
HIGH DEGREE OF PROBABILITY THAT SAME ATTITUDE WOULD PREVAIL 
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THAT ATTEMPT WOULD THEREFORE FAIL. IN ABSENCE POPULAR UPRISING 
THERE IS EVERY REASON TO BELIEVE THAT EVEN AZOREAN TROOPS 
WOULD OPPOSE REBELS BY ALL MEANS AVAILABLE, ESPECIALLY IF ATTEMPT 
PRECEDED BY TERRORIST ACTIVITY SUCH AS BLOWING UP TELEVISION 
STATION. 

3. WE STRONGLY RECOMMEND AGAINST ENCOURAGING ALMEIDA AND 

CAMARA WHO WITHOUTSUCH SUPPORT ARE UNLIKELY 

ATTEMPT COUP WHICH IN OUR VIEW WOULD IN ANY CIRCUMSTANCES 

ALMOST CERTAINLY BE UNSUCCESSFUL. WE CAN NOT EMPHASIZE STRONGLY 

ENOUGH THAT WHAT EVER SUPPORT THIS GROUP MAY HAVE IS CONFINED 

LARGELY TO SAO MIGUEL ISLAND AND THAT TERCEIRA 

ISLAND IN PARTICULAR IS NOT LIKELY TO FOLLOW SAO MIGUEL'S 

LEAD. WE SEE INTERNAL SUPPORT, THAT IS, WILLINGNESS 

TO FIGHT FOR INDEPENDENCE HERE ONLY IN RISE OF 

SOMEONE REALLY POPULAR LEADER WITH CLEAN HANDS, PREFERABLY 

FROM SOME ISLAND OTHER THAN SAO MIGUEL. NONE SEEMS PRESENTLY 

IN THE OFFING. DANIELS 
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